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Good Afternoon. My name is Genna Reed and I am a Researcher for Food & Water Watch, a non-profit consumer advocacy group that supports safe, accessible and affordable food for consumers and fair access to markets for farmers.

As this AC21 committee begins to develop its draft report for Secretary Vilsack, I think it is important that members consider the following:
Prevention is key
· Mandated prevention of contamination is of paramount importance. Growers of GE crops should have mandatory stewardship practices, just like organic farmers. Containment should be the primary approach, far before compensation even comes into play. Companies should require these stewardship practices and the USDA should monitor that they are being followed. The USDA extension service should also be involved in helping to educate GE, non-GE and organic farmers about this growing problem and how to best avoid contaminating or being contaminated by neighbors’ fields. But it is clear that in spite of education and good intentions, contamination can and will still occur.
· This committee should recommend that the USDA enact a moratorium on new GE crops until the agency develops a strong stance on contamination management in agriculture. The agency should take a break from the constant GE approvals and instead take time to develop a strategy for the future of coexistence in agriculture. Crops currently in the USDA’s deregulation pipeline, like stacked herbicide resistance crops and crops with industrial and pharmaceutical purposes, will likely raise new coexistence issues, which should be considered before their approval, not after. 
A farmer-funded compensation insurance mechanism would be unfair
· The idea of an insurance-based compensation mechanism funded by organic and non-GE farmers, in case they are contaminated, is not fair. These farmers are already spending money on methods to prevent contamination (that do not always work if the GE seeds themselves are not contained), and will not be willing to incur additional costs of contamination insurance. The liable party for contamination should be the patent holder of the gene technology, not the farmer who grows its seed. The companies that profit from the technology should develop a fund from which contaminated farmers can be compensated. This should actually be an incentive for the companies to promote and monitor stewardship carefully so that incidences of contamination are less common.
Research priorities
· One issue that the committee has run into several times is the lack of research on incidences of contamination, economic costs associated with contamination and types and costs of stewardship practices for each sector. Evidence of contamination has been dismissed as anecdotal, and with only tangential USDA data to work with, the committee has been unable to use much independent, hard science to work on the charge. The committee should recommend that USDA resources are put into researching, tracking and analyzing these important research areas on a coexistence database so that more informed decisions can be made in the near future.
At the National Organic Standards Board meeting last week, organic stakeholders agreed to send a letter to Secretary Vilsack sharing the organic community’s concerns with regard to genetically engineered crops. There is consensus that organic farmers must no longer be held entirely responsible for protection against contamination and that patent-holders of the GE technology should share the burden and help compensate farmers that have been economically harmed by genetic drift. 
Contamination is a growing problem in the United States that will only get worse as time wears on. It is crucial that preventative measures are taken now to stop the problem in its tracks, rather than preserving the status quo and letting these problems continue. Coexistence as we know it depends on stopping GE contamination altogether. One of the things that this entire committee agreed upon at the last meeting is the importance of diversity in agriculture. However, all sectors of agriculture will be unable to comfortably coexist as long as there are no containment measures for genetically engineered crops. 
Thank you for your time and I genuinely appreciate all of the hard work that this committee has been doing on this difficult task surrounding a very significant issue in modern agriculture. 
