MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN
THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND
THE NATIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION

This memorandum of understanding (MOU) is made and entered into between the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. and the National FFA
Organization (FFA), 6060 FFA Drive, Indianapolis, Indiana.

I

II.

II1.

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this MOU is to establish a general framework for cooperation between USDA and
FFA—who propose to work together toward the common goals of advancing the public interest
through developing a highly prepared workforce for unique careers within the industry of agriculture
and who propose to seek mutually beneficial opportunities for USDA, FFA members, and
agricultural education students nationwide.

STATEMENT OF MUTUAL INTEREST:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides leadership on agriculture, food, natural
resources, rural infrastructure, nutrition, and related issues through facts-based, data-driven, and
customer-focused decisions. We have a vision to do right and feed everyone.

The National FFA Organization is a national youth organization of more than 650,000 student
members as part of local FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The
FFA mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for
premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education.

USDA WILL:

1. Recognize the importance of school-based agricultural education and youth-serving
organizations in motivating and preparing young people to pursue careers in the agriculture,
food, and natural resources systems.

2. Work to help build awareness of the reach and importance of agriculture, across a diversity of
fields and disciplines.

3. Identify short-term and long-term interests of USDA and provide opportunities, resources, input,
and coordination with USDA programs and agencies to FFA, including the development of
internship opportunities.

4. Share, internally and externally, the extent to which active steps are being taken to encourage
collaboration with, and support of, FFA- and school-based agricultural education initiatives.

THE NATIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION WILL:

1. Work with USDA and others to attract, educate, inspire, and prepare students to enter careers in
the agriculture, food, and natural resources industries.

2. Collaborate with the Secretary and his designees to identify areas in which mutual interests may
be addressed.








