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:SUSTAINABLE 'DEVELOPMENT 

1 PURPOSE 

2 

. ' 

The purpose of this memorandum is to state the -Department's support 
for policies, programs, -:activities, .arid education in sustainable 
developmen~; · iricludi!tg sustainable' agricultute, suStainable forestrj, and 
sust:ainabie ru~ oommuruty deye1opment;:~d to :establish a m~hanism 
to eoordirtate these effortS across th~ ~ent. · 

" '· ,. . '. . ' ... 

··' 

BACKGROUND 
y. 

The 1992' United Nations ConferenCe on .-Eri_vrronment and ~velopment 
{UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro focused on th~ sustainability of the-world's 
na~ral ·~ur~ _;and·~~~tilighlfd_ -~~- ~~etp 1.inf ~9~:~ance . . 
enyrroJ1mental ;Stewarct,s~p. --~np_nuc~develQpment;rand .cqmmuruty 

' • ' • '~- • < ,J ,'- ~ -~ t .... '0, -• • " • .• ,.,..._"' t,.< ' r 

Vitality .. ,·;;Throughout ·.the world, there'are ·many .instances where :human-
.- -" .. - ,. · -' .:,•"~- ," -:-·.·-~·-· 't":-· :: , •. _:· ·. .•,.· · •' ·-Ji·· ; ·.;;'II,:~~"'-' 1' .r • .-," . · ' ·,. , ' 

wrought : pressures,sha~ .'ieSulted ~in :environmental d~griidation thiough 
proces~: such : as ;SOil ;erosion .imd surface~:and 'ground water . . . . . .. 

:~n~~110.n~ " c:o~PQ:l!n.dfng 'W.I:si~n_:on:/~abo.· ·~ t1~90~~c?,n··~le are 
· -· "-' ·." · ~:'":'"'7- ~ • i-tr: ~, · .... r "',:<'_ v.·-, "'*f~"1l.r ~ "'~ --- --:, ··· _·- ·••· -· -~- .... · - • .,... ...... -

added to,;'the .g~Q~aLJ'9P¢~tion :evecy y_~.:tmos~y ·i~ ,d~ve~Q.Ping ·. · 
countries-~With . tlie u:s. population dncr&sirig by :3 .million each' year. 
Within the ·next 40 years, :the ·world's popti~_ation is .~ticipated to teach 
9 billion. · · · 

Domestically, :as population increa5es·lari(]·ikimwledge .and· technology 
continu~ ·to. change ~~culture and,natur'iU 1reSoUrces, . the 
interrelationships :amoqg -~~ple', ·~~ :eeonofuy an~ :;th~ :land grow 
increasin.lUY vital. These eonnections ·~gliljght the ,need to find a lasting 
balance£between the economic, 'enViroiunental and Social components of 
the usriA:mission. ··nus .need :tor ._bilance~:lmderlie5 the central challenge 
of sustainability. :M~ti.ng this challenge is'·essenttal if USDA is to be a 
successful ·partner in sustaining the people-;and productivity associated 
with U~S. agriculture and natural resources. 
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In 1993, the PreSident~s - Council on Sustainable Development (PCSD) 
began working to cr8tt a .national sustamability st:rategy·:for the 
United .States; The :definitiem of sustainable development .ui the report of 
the 1987 United Nafion's·:world Commission on Enviroriment and 
Development.(•Our Common Future,• coriunonly called the .Brundtland 
Report) was .adopted as ·the· starting pOint: •JJeveJopmmt thlll muts the 
nuds ofthe prese111 Witho'# compronlising ·the. Dbility of fUture 
ge~rtltions ID :meer ·thiir•awn ·1iW:l.i:'· ~ni'e~March 1996~PCSD report, 
•sustainable ·America-:~l~-~~w ~~~~- for ~f.y-,_ ~ty, 
and a ~Healtl!y ~EnVironment:ior the Future,• :;inCludes(recollliDCDdations 
for USDA :to ~ce itS ·role, indiVidually ·and ·in -~ with 
others, in .sustaiiUng .. the productivity and -quality of agricultUral and 
natUral . reso\il"Ce ,goods and· ·services, the natural resource base and 
ecological .systems, ' &.iid tie econortJc .and soc' .. :f vit&lity' 'Ofr.L'iil 
communities . 

. :. ,:_,, .. ' 

In additio~; · a :sustairudil{~gricul~ ' Worlcing Group, ·eStabliShed in 
August 1995 :l{);iaentify barri~ aria ,opportunities in USD~ to achieving 
sustainable ·airicultu~, ~minended· a· -USDA-Wide statement .of 
commitment·to~stistunability conceptS\and ·establishmenf.of a -
coordinating mechanism,:;such as a' council, to facilitate implementation 
of USDA ,·efforts in sustainable develapment. ... '... .. 

' ... ( ,. 
~ i· .· ·::.. .. 

'• 
•.' ' .. 

. usqt.\_:.~~ :tiinrmtt¥.~iO:;~orkffig.~-~~a~the_'~nomic~_~ el1~~mental, 
. and ,.sociaLsdstainabilicy :.ofJ'diY~"~fO&i;tfioer;" agriculturei~'forest~ '.and 

~-· ';,, ,.-., ~~"# . ..... ~tl-~- ·-~ -·'--:-.'f . .J"'-io, ~ ~--..... •-..-;of.-,.,_• : .• .( -~- ·_I' -'• -::il, . · I 

~g~:.~y(te.~_~ :" ;',l:J~DA -~ ·.babfrlce:;goals ·:of improved~iod~cfiori ' and 
, - .!-·~-)~ ~- a'-."f lo.N• _,.•.,. , ;,., O -_,.,~•'tJ._ ~.-• ':, ·~·· ,• ..... _., ... ,, 

profitabili!)' /<steward $hip of the 'natuijl .: rcsoufce . base \ anCf 'eeological 
• -~1'' --t~-- ._.l .... #>"';V:• . l ,.·J " .-,r.....-._~~:.t . '· . .:.._ • • •,;. )\ • •_ ·- _ ·. _i : •• • 

sys~m~.~ .:apdi~£Cment-of;the vitiiliijl·:of·.iural'·eoin~unities. ·USDA 
will_;;i~~g,~te.:i~~-;·goaJsjfu:foJtil)()li,ci~_·and 'P.ro~~;,:Pfuticularly 
througb .i!lte~eh~y.:C:onaootation, ;~erships and outreach: .. -·\:' -:~··t. ~:_~ -:· -~~- ~ .:_. ~- . ' ~~~~\-..; .. -;. "" •_';. . . ~ ":;•. ; 

-·. , - ···. 
AcnoNs-ORDERED' · 

a Director of ·Sustainible Develqpment 
• .. :·-- -_ ... ,) ·_ ·J:- - .. ~r '· -...... -.. T .... ..:.·-- . - . 

The .position of rfuector of Sustainable Development is hereby 
eStablishecFin. ~the Offiee .or<th~ ;phief Econorriis~. · · ·The 'Director 
Will .rqK,rt to;the:ChieLEconolriist and 'Will'1ead and coordinate 
cross.:mission ~.area: ;work :in su5tainable -develQPment and tq)resent 
.the·:Department .m :t)oth domestic and -international -arenas ·on 
issues relating to :sustainable''development. 

. . . 
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USDA Council on Sustainable Pevelqpment 
. '· ·- . . : ., .,: ·-:·v:: .•. -.. -. -·-;, J.>:~_'..•. . -. 
There :is h~y establiShed -witliio the''Depa.rtlnent a USDA 
Council on Sustainable Development. ·The-·Council will 'be 
chaired by the Director :of Sustainable Deveiopment: · ,The Under 
.Secretaries. for .. Fami ari4/Forejgo .\gri~~ servic:eS; Natural 
Resourciesand ·En~t· -~"~F.dUcation ·and ,. · 

. . ' . <>" ~· · ' . . • _, "' ' F.Cdnoinies· FOOlt , ~Nutrition ·&nd~'CcWisulneroiseMCeS···&nd .Rural 
Ik~el . m~lt, . anci.:ihe 'Assistaiit 'sead3Ii~!for '~'and ' 
'R~~~-1~ · .- ~Ions~ .A~onFShall eaCh. . . t one W:~~l)' .. _ . .av~ou~~" ' ·>;if' . _ . _ . appo1D · ·:. . ~rriember ,;to · sei'\re~cm~bi~ scOuoCil~ In aamtion:~ -Administr&iors 'of 

... , ... ··tlfe~gricwillfit~e~h Service, A;gdcU!tiual ·~g · 
Ser.Y.ice, GoopCrafi¥~ -'S~- Resea.rch_~ · Education and'.Extension 
Seivice, ·'ECono'imc R:esearch : Service~ :f.1arm Serviee Agency, 
Rural Business'-cooperative Service, ·Rural Housing -Service, 
Rtiiat Utilities ·SerVice, Director -oftht"National Agricultural 
Library; and the Ghi~f.s of the Forest ·semce·and .the Natural 
Resources Conservatiori: Service; shall_~,al&)teach appoint _a ·. 
merilber' to serve on-:the Council. Other-, agencies, as interested 
and appropriate, :. cari 315o serve. on-th~·9CoUnci1. ·The· cOUncil will 
meet at ··least four tim~ ~each ·year,';at;the Can· of the Chair. 

. . .. ·, ' '·:,; 
1,;;: 

The ·Council will be-,the''forum Jor ,j)oli~y and program 
development, implem~tation ; ·and evaiil:a.tiqri ;on -issues relating . to · 
su~tainable developm~nt, and Will proVid_e: the ~framework · and 
.mechanism needi!(j Joi,:;iri~gr.atiqri .aeros~:: mi-ssion •areas ·and 
prqgram ,acqViti~·, ;sucJ:l ~aS leseirch', man~ement; technical 
~istance, eCJ.ucation:~ and~gral1t aJJd loan·~aeliveiy. : 

- '. .. ''· ' ~ • .·-~ • ;- ~. • •> 

R~s.PonsibilitieS of USD;tVOfficials · 
·.__ ·-. , .. · 

The philosophy, -:concepts •and principles· -of-sustainable 
'development, ·involVing .the balancirig~:of ·~nVironmental -quality, 
economic development, ·and the Vitality:-.of:rural communities, 
shall be •incorporilteq, ·as appropriate, ·mto :all appropriate 
Department regulations, policies, .-and~programs, ::Including 
strategic plarinin_g dOcuments, -work :plaos ; ·.~d _performance 
appraisals. 'Each ·agency head ~ impl~ment the ,programs for 
which the agency heatFis responsible -iin,,ways that are consistent 
With"this policy ·on sustainable development. Activities involvll)g 
.more than one agency ·shall be coortlinated ·through the USDA 
'Council on Sustainable Development ~and·: the"I)e,partment's 
Director of ·sustainable Developme.nt. 
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5 EFFECTIVE.DA TE 

The provisions .of~ Memorandum are effectiveimmediatdy. 
' . ' ~ •• . ~ ' i • . 

6 TERMINATION 

1bis Me~o~d~m shalh:em~in .-in ·,effect tintil ·the ··aCticms ~~ herein 
~ .• .. • ·. . ,·.· -·. ~· ·':"fiti'";, ' $' ·, ' ~· 

I ~ve been •ful\Y impl¢mented, tand revi~ eaeh Jtaf';h: wlf'!tf'!Mn1 
prQgresS. 011: the -~(#ts .ordered. · H'i~ · -~;· :"· .,; -= 

i · .. 
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